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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




In re United States Patent Application of: 
Applicant: Jason C.H. Shih 
10/007,613 
October 26, 2001 



Serial No.: 
Date Filed: 
Title: 



METHOD AND COMPOSITION FOR 
STERILIZING SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 



Docket No.: 4171-102 CD? 
Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
Art Unit: 1632 



23448 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 



I hereby certify that I am mailing the attached documents to the Commissioner for 
Patents on the date specified, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C., 20231 and Express Mailed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.10. 



Blake Crouch 
January 22, 2002 
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Express Mail Label Number 



PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
37 C.F.R. §1.102(c) AND MPEP §708.02(V) 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 

Sir: 

Petition hereby is made under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.1 02(c) and MPEP §708.02(V) to make the 
above-identified patent application special, on the ground that the claimed subject matter of such patent 
application materially enhances the quality of the environment of mankind, by contributing to the 
maintenance of the basic life-sustaining elements, such as air, water, and soil. 
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1*. of the pnesen, invent cleanses pcion-contantinated surgica, 



instruments, by the steps of: 
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(a) heating the contaminated surgical instruments to a sufficient temperature and for sufficient 
time to enhance the proteolytic degradability of infective prion protein associated with such 
instruments; and 

(b) exposing the heated instruments to a proteolytic enzyme that is effective for at least partial 
reduction of infective prion protein associated with such prion-contaminated surgical 



The disinfection method of the present invention effectively breaks down prion contaminate and cleanses 
the prion-contaminated surgical instruments, without introducing any toxic chemical contaminants into 
the treated surgical instrument or the surrounding environment. The post-disinfection effluents can be 
safely discharged into the environment, without causing chemical contamination of the environment. 

Therefore, the method of the present invention materially enhances the quality of the environment, by 
maintaining and protecting the food supplies, water sources, and/or soil, which are all basic life- 
sustaining elements for human beings, against contamination by infectious prion proteins, or toxic 
dioxins, particulates, and hazardous chemical disinfectants generated during incinerative prion 
destruction processes. 

Accordingly, based on the facts attested to above by the undersigned attorney of record, it is requested 
that the above-identified U.S. Patent Application be made special under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 102 
and MPEP § 708.02 V ("ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY"). 



instruments. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. (See attached) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY/ 
TECHNOLOGY LAW 

P.O. Box 14329 

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
Telephone: (919)419-9350 
Fax: (919)419-9354 
Attorney File: 4171-102 CIP 



BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPI tnf H ^ CD 
UNITED STATE PATENT AND TIUd£m^ * 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

Yongzhi Yang is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR « 10 QHrt » n 

appearing below, or when whichever of the folloS eTeTrST * . 

appearing be.„w: (i) Yongzhi Yang ceasS to^SrSn^elSs^^ *" 

Expires: August 23, 2002 <=jj(^nU^^Z 

Harry I. Moatz 

Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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Wednesday, April 4, 2001 
Animal Disposal Pollution Worries Intensify in Britain. 
th?RHt° k' AprfI 4 (XinhUa i " AS ^^outh disease toll exceeds 1 000 

Local authorities fear that slaughtered animals could contaminate air 

m mm BSE the 
umwmmm'BBC reported on Wednesday. ' 



o 



33 

- '8 

m ~ m 

3J OO ■ 

ism 
1 a 




Environment Agency (EA), which is responslbie for enlSnmentel 
pro ! ecU . on . in r En g land and Wales, has agreed with Maff on «»| 

»WP^ifri«IM^«a|eP§# tf ^hi^in^f^^^^pgg; 

But arespected technology journal, the ENDS Report, published by 

Pf 11 ?^?™ 1 *?^^ 1 1)813 Services, says there is concern about ^1&4*4 Av »<i ^ 



"Local authorities responsible for air quality have been shut out by 
eS^ 1 " 8 hUndrCdS rffl — ° f ^ -lease polluting 

The report says that the fires using wooden railway sleepers coal and 
PAHs (pdlycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons), and particulate!" 

Th^foo^d-mouth task force leader, Geoff Bateman, said there was 
unpr^cec^u^tthe moment Of disinfectant containing phenolics 
and peroxides, both directly toxic to aquatic life. pnenoucs 

The National Society for Clean Air and Environmental Protection (NSCA) 
believes that the risks of burning carcasses are at least as great aT ' 
those arising from burial. 6 

^trJZrt™! Wh3t ^ Hsk ° f Spreadin g BSE ma X be," said Tim 
Brown, NSCA s deputy secretary. "The government has put it at ess than 
one m a milhon, but in fact there's no way of knowing whether he 
causauve agent, the prion, will be destroyed or dispersed " 
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